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pRiTra s

tovwands Mdike El'r[rll-:-l:'lln. the creator of the
machine. The guy looks expectanty at him
“It’s & Tryph

"Alh” replies Mr Overalls, none the wiser

~gays Mike

We' ne mot irang Lo b difficude. We'd be

= il 1he bk J'|.|.|,|i1|.'||-.'|| v e i
FireBilade and someone s
B thene's a difference between thae
Pryphanos and a Blade. The Tryph
huabs-seeErs
really me
“Thiv dan't nermally Beild “em ke thad, 'd
e seerp
they would be, e 0t i good

Tweniy minites ago | was t-l..|||d:||!.'. in thie
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pitlane as lohn Bickerdike from Performodo
warmed ihe ||1.'|'-hu:|'.|.:--. Qe Suzniki
engine The upswept carbon can barked a

crisp sound as fresh unleaded tickled the

pistons. Once the temiperature gauge hit 40°0C

the bars were passed (o me. Tentatbvely.

e lirsa striking thing 16 the Tryphonos s
coxmpact babld. 165 like straddling a
malnowrished whippet. 1IU°s not
uncomboriable, just odd wo lind a lage inhine
four that 1smt w than me

Lift a leg onio the high fearset and ap
diowmn ineo First gean. Feed an a whill of gas
and let the chutch lever out. So far so good

it feels no different (o amy other bike.

fob, who alten struggies to tell
bt orsa from his elbow. got 1o
gripa with o hikn with twae bock
el wanprisingly queckly

Femnshor shock
oiyursTs 101 high
amnd ko speed
o cuivh i)
Tharo's Busury

U he track |
because Lheme s

viery had, One ge

scrubbed in and

mail the throdtde. The airbaox s

meire and the &

r o carton

yoke profecior heei

ta ke I|‘||I||:'-. sy il ‘|||'-.|_

1 FRIr o8 PO AN

UHHAIngE il ninw winiild be
nile Lap later they'ne
ECERNRRE I.||I Lok BEIn P TaRLiTE
1ms fiow

dLisd -:l.|r|.|-. Ill‘il' a machin

pun fired in a ioghorn The resultingg noese

= and we re ofl, Bang

Teyphonos frome
retdofines mmimalism in
1% O el Wity

“600s CAN'T LEAVE THIS
BIKE THROUGH FLICKY BITS”

Oee oy 0
ivees will be
BRIl MR iy

Prihably
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irAmipete This bake I

The mght-left chicane thiat lea
start/finish straight humles s mie, PO
lingers reach out and collect the brake fever
In one sgqueeze pressume bullds behind the 12
'"EN] pistons clamping the massive. spacially
e EH

e dlise has o be large o soak up all i
heat. You'd think thinner discs woulbd be
better because they cool dovn Gaster, This is
true, Bl thiev also heat |.g||-.|||-.'|-.-'r i thie furst
place. Despite its size, the dizse weiphs slightly
liess than bwo normal discs

After a couple of se
I'm slowing oo soon. Something else ooours
o me. A forked bike braoking this hard would
liawe barried is lead b th
And other biloes, Lilee the BMW Rs, with
wncanveribonal tronts would hasdly dive
0| LITER LT
dive to feel Gamiliar ar ve fredback

A& the turm-m poant armmaes the Tryphonos
el stll moee diflerent 0 convenbional

ks, As there ane no forks, vou dont hav

o wan for the front o settle after Braking
Thie hub-sieering setup also means ihe bike

Cin Fun extrenm ring gecametry wil hioast
thee vsupd stability problems [(fom 16% w22
ar K1 s 24

gy a bike tips-in. But an

Ihe steering .||||.:|| allects

COHTVETL
bike nccelerates and brakes. On the
I'myphonos the stecning angle s constant no
matier what happens
It doesn @ even lake a perceplible r||||.i|.'-|_' o
the bams and the Tryphonos tips-in with the
% ¢l am '||'-r|I|' 1o ke | Il
W i el wliner tipy
the right-hander it' s mime o fick left onto
the tinish straight. bat th s already
done it - and | haven't even thought aboun
Ciher race bikes stop drawing dway |
G00s can't leave this bike through Micky bits
andd lose out o the RPN modor § grunt
Mhie ather pl: he Tryphonos el
dif terent better than a copveniional bike s
wwanie curve, which has a series
w o the apex, Ober bikes
ridden over these have always fell nervods
lilee thew' e !1|'||||.: hasiiniced ol af the cormer
on the veree of a lanks vt The Tes |||.||I|||'-.
L You can fieel thie tyres are dakng
through the bars bun that's all, no worries
S0 200 momwenes ane op and | retaen 1o the
plis. 11's at this polal when 'm stood with a
thousand questions in mind, that the blode
i thie red ovveralls wanders up amd asks whai
the Bk is. | ask what he thinks of it
The puy poes gquiet for a minuie, then
answers: i ool realiy sieee 15s al
theen stars tallomg alsoa

-.l'.llll'.llr'u -
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Suddenly everything is clear, | am
enlightened, and in thar instant | understand
why Mike Tryphonos sounds almost
frustrated whenever he talks abour his bike,
It's because it’'s hard 1o change peoples’
belicis and challenge itheir prejudices

Since the vear 19-dot moorcycles have had
forks or something similar, but they haven't
had swinganms at the front, with the notable
EECepiens of Bimata's Tesi, Yamaha's
GT51000 and the EIf racer of the Eighties, 5o
people find v extremely difficuli i accepe
anything else, whether it's better or niel

And this design is sound. ItU's been raced
on the loMt by Shaun Harras in 95, finishing
111h in the Seniorn And every vear racers who
could et paid ticdes have affersd o race it for
free, But stll in's looked at with scepticism.

S0 why basild it? The project started in "20-
11, when Mike came up with the idea for his
enginecring dissertation. Shortly afterwands
he approached Perlormoto o baild the thing
and in "93 a second prototype was ready.,

Mike: "Tele forks don’t fumdction very well
amd | couldn 't work our why manufacturers
hard 't wsed this system. [ iving lo show
the imdwstry 'm onio something

* Hub-sheering systems are betier bocause
the suspension works withour the problenms
al stictian. A telescopic fork is sehjected fo

erie @ ot o Force undier J:r.ef':rrlll.;. ared that's
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what causes it But with this system vour don'l
pel that becawse the shock fs isolated from
those forces. So it's more sensitive (o
irregularities wider braking

*You can also mun a steep steering angle for
qerick stesring with stability. The stecring
angle with forks is more or less the same
whetler vou look ai a motocrosser,
sponatike of tourer. T you set them up any
steeper the focks iy to bend backwiards.

* Hub-centre systoms can be leghiter toao,
Theres less inertia around the steering axis as
there aren't two heavy forks, With a hub
spstern the only thing steerime is the whe,”

And in this case it's an uliralight carbon
fibre rim pobbie, Because the sheck only has
i dieal with suspension forces, it works better
when leaning. There's very linle friction at
the pivot point too. Forks don't work sowell
leant over and rely on some flex in the frame
e help feel and suspension

Mike and Performoto are struggling 1o find
an investor 1o back a road version
Fverything’s ready to turn this race bike into
a moad bike, And, havang ridden this version,
I'm sure they'd succeed where Bimaota and
Yamaha failed before

Bt unless peoples” views change, the
Irvphonos coubd slip into the wastepaper bin
of great British innovations. That would .
ke more than a shams

SPECS

Engine: siock Suzuki RFS00 mator wath modified airbox
and exteEst syslem

Chassts: hob-sleered design wilh saif-desigeed And
bt 1ronl swingarm, skeeving hub and linkage. Undar-
engine akuminium cracke Irame angd GSX-R750 rear
swingarm and shock lrkages. Two Penske shocks
adfjusiabie for kw and high-speed damping.

Dymag magnesivem rear wheel and casbon fibre front
wiheel rim. Sali-designed and ol aluminium subffame,
Ores-off EEC brake dsc with two six-pol PAM calipers.
Otheer: whesibase: 1400mm; wel weight (no fuel): 165k0;
fugl capacity: 16 litres; weighl dst 51 per il front, 45
pir cent rear; steering angle: 16%-22% frond byre:
1207017, mear: 190/50-1T

WANT ONE?

Unéortunatedy the Tryphonos isn't in production yet. 1 can
be though, Performaoto ane ready to stz building the
road version (and hive been iesting one Tor yean) but
need an imesion bedore they can start in eamas]

Bast if o' inderested in cwreng one of hess bikes, of
wan b0 back Ehem. call them on 0181 880 3420. Do &,

THAMIE TO: Avon Tyres lor the Azaros






